CAREGIVERS in the RI Medical Marijuana Program 
From RI General Laws 21-28.6:

(6) "Primary caregiver" means a person who is at least twenty-one (21) years old and who has agreed to assist with a person's medical use of marijuana and who doesn't have a felony drug conviction. A primary caregiver may assist no more than five (5) qualifying patients with their medical use of marijuana.
(c) A primary caregiver, who has in his or her possession, a registry identification card shall not be subject to arrest, prosecution, or penalty in any manner, or denied any right or privilege, including but not limited to, civil penalty or disciplinary action by a business or occupational or professional licensing board or bureau, for assisting a qualifying patient to whom he or she is connected through the department's registration process with the medical use of marijuana; provided, that the primary caregiver possesses an amount of marijuana which does not exceed twelve (12) marijuana plants and two and one-half (2.5) ounces of usable marijuana for each qualifying patient to whom he or she is connected through the department's registration process.

(e) A primary caregiver may receive reimbursement for costs associated with assisting a registered qualifying patient's medical use of marijuana. Compensation shall not constitute sale of controlled substances.

(k) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 21-28.6-3(6) or subsection 21-28.6-4(c), no primary caregiver shall possess an amount of marijuana in excess of twenty-four (24) marijuana plants and five (5) ounces of usable marijuana for qualifying patients to whom he or she is connected through the department's registration process.

(7) If a qualifying patient and/or primary caregiver willfully violates any provision of this chapter as determined by the department, his or her registry identification card may be revoked.
So, a caregiver is protected for assisting only the 1-5 patients who have appointed him/her as 1 of their 2 “primary caregivers.”  Selling/giving marijuana to anyone besides these patients could lead to license revocation and criminal charges!

Issues for patients to discuss with potential caregivers include:

· Caregiver’s cultivation experience (knowledge about growing)
· Strain of medicine to be grown (Which strain?)
· Amount of medicine to be provided (How much marijuana?)
· Frequency with which medicine will be available (How often?)

· Whether, and how much, to reimburse (What costs, how much money, and how often?)

· When can the patient visit the caregiver’s garden (and how often?)
· Will plants designated for the patient be clearly identified?
· The patient and caregiver should understand, and agree to abide by, the MMJ Act

· Termination of agreement—if someone needs to cancel, how much notice will be given?

